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present city was founded. Some trial excavations were carried out
on this site by Colonel T. H. Hendley in the year 1884, and a
number of portable objects found by him are preserved in the
Jaipur Museum. One of these objects is a pottery sealing with one
large and six smaller facets, each representing a sacrificial post sur-
rounded by a railing and inscribed with the name of a certain

Imdrasarman in earlv Brahmi characters.   Colonel Hendlev was in

^                                                         -

error in describing this as a Buddhist site.   In reality, nothing of a

Buddhist character was found either bv him or in the course of the

*

recent excavations.

This mound stands at a height of about forty feet above the level
of the bed of the freshwater lake. The writer's excavations pene-
trated to a depth of about thirty-two feet and revealed the existence
of three strata of buildings. The latest of these levels is assignable
to about the eighth century A.D.; the next one, occurring at a depth
of ten or twelve feet, to the early Gupta or late Kushana period;
and the lowest, about twenty feet below the surface, to the begin-
ning of the Christian era. Remains of forty-five separate houses
were found on the different levels mentioned above. They were all
built of well-baked bricks of varying sizes on the usual Indian plan
of a central open court surrounded by rows of cells on three or all
four sides. The foundations are composed of layers of ashes or
sand, alternating with roughly laid courses of bricks. To the late
period belong copper coins of the late Indo-Sassanian period. The
Gupta level yielded the left half of a pottery plaque showing a man
playing on a lute, like Samudragupta on his coins of the Lyrist type;
pottery tablets depicting subjects like the chariot of the Sun god; a
splendid series of bowls of remarkably fine light clay decorated with
elegant patterns; many well-shaped pottery vessels, including oval or
hemispherical drinking bottles with the neck, handle, and spout so
designed as to represent the River Ganges flowing from the matted